MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
I am honored to be chosen by the chapter, and proud to represent you as President of the Ventura ICC chapter. 

I remember back in 1997 when I started at the position of Building Official for the City of Agoura Hills,     I began going to the LA-Basin chapter meetings because I was an LA County jurisdiction.  I spent much time on the LARUCP committee and always enjoyed the meetings, however many of the meetings were covering issues such as high-rise construction and other large jurisdictional concerns that although interesting was not something I would ever utilize in my jurisdiction.  
I then discovered the Ventura chapter and immediately felt at home.  I always walked away from meetings with great information that I could bring back and utilize and share in my City.  The chapter graciously accepted me into their membership even though I was from LA County, of course they never let me forget it either.  I started networking, building relationships and friendships with the other Building Officials, and quickly discovered that these Ventura members were a pretty cool bunch.  As a young Building Official these relationships were key to my success.  Whenever I had a controversial issue I could always count on them to give me straight forward opinions, background and examples.  This was especially appreciated when called into the City manager’s office to explain why Mr. Big developer had to comply with a certain code requirement that was going to cost him time and money.  I was not only able to back up the code requirements with explanations and examples, but provide the CM with consensus opinions from numerous BO’s in the area.  The Chapter has always been there for me, and I have been proud to help out and volunteer wherever I could, having served on many committees over the years.  I am now privileged and honored to serve the Chapter as its President.  I will do my very best to make you proud and to fulfill my duties.  
Some of the things I would like to concentrate on in the coming year are;
*
Encourage more chapter participation from our jurisdictions;

Especially from the Assistant Building Officials, Senior Plans Examiners and Senior Building Inspectors, 
but also from the entire Building and Safety department.   Our chapter is a wonderful 
resource and 
serves a vital function, and every jurisdiction should be represented at every meeting 
and function.  
We are an organization based on volunteers, almost all of our Building Officials have served on the 
board and many committees, however we need the rest of the Building department staff to get 
involved.  Many people are quick to make suggestions and offer opinions; however few are willing to 
stand up and volunteer to serve.   Without our members and our volunteers we would not be able to 
do the great work that we do.
* Encourage more networking with our fellow Building Safety professionals such as Architects, 
Engineers and Designers.  I don’t know if you have been following the email flurry that has taken 
place lately due to a not so kind letter written by the upcoming President of SEAOSC Williston Warren, 
but apparently he feels we are not very capable of performing our duties.  It is obvious that we need 
to work harder at networking with these other important professionals better and develop forums 
where we can work out differences of opinion so they see us more as partners in building safety 
rather than just bureaucrats, and understand better the difficult and important job we do.   
*
Greatly expanding our public relations and outreach programs.

In the past this goal has been very limited, now with some new resources at hand we can greatly 
expand our programs.  Such as; producing quality public service announcements to air on local cable 
channels during building and safety week or utilize in our building departments.  Work with Home 
Depot and Lowes to allow informational handouts from the 
chapter on permit and code 
requirements and even standard installation details to be placed in strategic areas adjacent to the 
item we are addressing such as water heaters and other appliances and appurtenances.
*
Expand our School outreach program.

As you know this is something I feel strongly about and have been advocating for the past 5 years.  
There is nothing else we can possibly do that would help spread our message of building safety more 
effectively than expanding our school outreach program.  My goal is to have every Building Official go 
to at least one school in their jurisdiction and give a presentation.  Imagine if every BO in the Country 
went to just one school a year what a difference it would make.  New generations would grow up 
knowing who we are and what we stand for, not to mention spreading our message to their parents.  
It is easy, fun and fulfilling, not to mention all the kudos you will receive from your CM when they start 
getting calls about your efforts from parents, teachers, council members, etc.  In my 27 years in 
Building and Safety I have never seen 
anything so effective and worthwhile.
* Continue our excellent education programs.


We can be very proud of the education programs our chapter has provided over the years.  This year I 
would like to see the chapter concentrate on accessibility, green building, energy and post disaster  
training.  In fact Steve Stuart will be giving our first seminar on post disaster training to update our 
ATC-20 certifications sometime around the end of February.  Look for a flier on this soon.
*
Continue our efforts to bring the CALBO ABM here to the Ventura chapter.  This is actually becoming 
more and more of a possibility, however without many committed volunteers this can never happen.  
Our CALBO 2012 ABM committee, chaired by Jim MacDonald will continue to pursue this possibility, 
so please sign up if you would like to participate and help make this a reality. 

These are just a few of the many efforts we will be implementing and expanding on this next year.   
I would like to thank all of the Building Officials who stood before me taking this oath to serve 
our Chapter.  I am humbled by this privilege and the confidence they and our members are placing 
in me.
 I would like to thank Amal Sinha for his service and guidance over the past 3 years.  He is a wealth of knowledge and experience and has helped elevate the chapter to new levels.
I would like to thank Renee Meriaux for all of her hard work as Secretary and now VP and Treasurer.  She is a great asset to the chapter with wonderful enthusiasm and energy;  she is an important 
part of our current and future success.  
I would like to thank Amir Hamidzadeh for all of his hard work last year as Education Committee chair and for accepting our invitation to serve the board as Secretary.  He will be very important for the future of our chapter, and brings with him great ideas and a wealth of experience from the Coachella 
Valley Chapter where he served on the board.
I would like to thank Tom Harris and California Code Check for all their support, and for providing me the time needed to serve, and for the resources that Tom is always so gracious to share. 
Lastly, I would like to thank my wife Yvonne and my family who have encouraged, supported and helped me to participate and volunteer time and effort for the chapter.  
Thank you to all our members for participating and volunteering, and making this such a great chapter!  
                     I look forward to seeing everyone at the next chapter meeting January 21, 2009, where we will be discussing many new ideas and programs.  
Happy Holidays and a Prosperous New Year to everyone!

Tony Falcone, CBO

ICCVC President

Chief Building Official

California Code Check

805-499-4584x24

ccc-tonyfalcone@verizon.net 

